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Abstract

An economic valuation can be considered as an effective strategy to
improve environmental policies to achieve ecologically sustainable
development. This study is applied in terms of purpose and is
descriptive-analytical in terms of data collection. The statistical
population in this research is tourists and travelers who have traveled
in the rangelands of the region. The data of this study were collected
in 2019. The willingness to pay has been calculated with the use of
Contingent Valuation Method and the Logit model. According to
results, the average willingness is 5019.68 Rials to pay for tourism in
Alamout-e Sharghi rangelands and it is estimated at 752955000 Rials
the annual value of tourism in these rangelands. Also, the variable of
income had a positive effect and the variables of the proposed cost,
the number of visits and the number of family members had a negative
effect on the willingness to pay for people's recreational use of natural
attractions in these rangelands. Tourists who believe in the local
management of rangelands have been more willing to accept the
proposed costs than others. Besides, the environmental is of great
value to all tourists. The percentage of correct prediction in the
estimated model is 0.79%. The logit model has been able to predict a
high percentage of dependent variable values according to
explanatory variables. This study found that there are many barriers to
the development ecotourismin Alamut rangelands including: lack of
widespread publicity at the right time, lack of public participation in
tourism, lack of suitable accommodation and hotels for tourists, lack
of parking in village tourist places, lack of medical centers and proper
communication services in the village. In this case, some suggestions
were also made, including: Increasing the credits of the tourism sector
and attracting private sector investors, Development of
accommodation and catering facilities, Increasing the share of
construction credits, Development of the transportation and road
network, Expansion of winter recreation and sports and identification
of villages with high tourist-agro-ecotourism potential.

Key Words: Ecotourism, Contingent Valuation Method, Logit
Model, Alamout-e Sharghi Rangelands.
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